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Vitoria-Gasteiz
From car-centric to nature and people-centric
public spaces

Juan Carlos Escudero-Achiaga

Environmental Studies Centre of Vitoria-Gasteiz
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A compact, pedestrian scale city until recent growth and o

- 3

latest urban developments. .
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VITORIA
GASTEIZ

green capital Il

Initial measures for
sustainable mobility

In order to siow the useal
the carand improse Lthe
environmencal and living
womdiriomns of public spaces,
anumber af inktial measuros
were gdopted, such as aban
on trave] by car in some
fity-rentre streets diring
the weekend

In 976, work begen to
pedesirianize the city's urban
contee; inmEs the Modleval
Quarter was pedestrianised
and in gl the pedestrianisza-
tion was expanded to include
o Ehen 20 streets and an
arva ol 4o,000 m®

Lotnelding with the
pedestrianisation of the
Pefendioval Quarier, the COTA
parking schorme was put

im place to limiton -street
parking and discourage car
use in the ol
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T SR, Superblocks, a key
waenss . CONCEPL for a new mobility
— and public space policy

—_—

Asa general criterion. Lhe aim was Lo address mobi-
lity and public space together. The result of this
approach was to establish the superblock as the
basic urban unit in the eity's future plan for mahbili-
—  ty and public space.

Withaue Superhlacks
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VITORIA
GASTEIZ

¥ Evolution of public transport in Vitoria-Gasteiz

YEAR | POPULATION TOTAL TRAVELLERS
1008 | 217628 [ 11440653
1000 | 218774 [ 11523504 —
2000 | 218050 [ 11383474 it
BUS

2001 | 220254 [ 11474560

e
2002 | 222320 [ 11560715
2003 | 224586 [ ::717.606 %
2004 | 224965 [ 11482471
2005* | 227.194 [ 112135097
2006 | 220.080 [ 10582340
2007 | 230.585 _ 12.043.305
20087 | 233.399 12.753.828
20097 | 236.525 15.233.695
2010 | 239.361 6977841 18.068.519
2011 240.580 1.425.646 19.256.709
zorz+ | 22208 T
2013 | 242147 7.273.296 20.040.845
2014 | 242924 7.296.723 20.381.021
oi5 | 24503 5952
2016 | 246.042 1728485 22.948.420
2017 | 247.820 8.137.654 23.200.818
e - B
2019 | 252.574 24.546.153

1in earky 2006: The first neighbours of Zabalgana and Salbunia are completed
? December 2008: The tram service enters operation

 July 2009: The extension of the Abstxuko tram branch enters operation doubled,
? October 2009: Recrganisation of bus network

* Movember 2009: The OTA expands and triples its prices

* September 2012: The tram amives in the centre of Abetouko neighbourhood

A Inthe last 12 years, the number
of joumeys by bus and tram has

Through all the actions and
measures implemented to

promote the most sustainahble
modes of mobility in the city, in
the last decade, the percentages

¥ Modal share evolution in Vitoria-Gasteiz
between 2006 and 2019
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of use of the different modes
of travel have been reversed, in
favour of the most sustaina-
ble and to the detriment of the
private vehicle,

2006
I 2019
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... towards a people and nature-centric city







“Good cities know. that streets
are for people, not just cars.
Great cities know that streets are
places to linger & live, not just
moyve, through.™
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