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Nijmegen facts & figures
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European Green Capitals

Stockholm, 2010
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Why
Nijmegen?



Remarkable sustainable achievements

Climate adaptation Waste management Cycling facilities

EnergyNature

citizen participation
&

citizen engagement



“Nijmegen presented a 
passionate, clear and
persuasive vision of their city
as a Green Capital Award 
winner. We were impressed by
Nijmegen’s engagement of a 
wide range of stakeholders 
from the city”

EU Jury report

Green Capital for cooperation! 



Why citizen
engagement?



4 different roles of the government

Legitimate Performing ResponsiveNetworking

Source: NSOB, Den Haag

Nijmegen EGC 2018: mostly networking and responsive



A brief history of citizen engagement …..

1981: 
riots in Nijmegen
tanks in the city center
no cooperation

2018:
shared ownership, 90% organized by EGC-partners

40-50 citizen initiatives Green Capital Challenges
“Colourfull Green Network” for sustainable initiatives

great support for Green Capital







Lessons learned
• the combined power of citizens, institutions and entrepreneurs 

is essential

• 90 % of the EGC events was “owned” by others: cherish them!

• Also smaller actions need respect and could be an adjustment 
to the green movement

• Act not only as a legal authority, efficient policymaker and 
transparent administration, but also as a responsive 
government, embracing the energy of citizen groups

• Practice what you preach and don’t forget to enjoy!



Requirements for citizen engagement

• open communication, open mind, room for changes

• follow the energy of people in the city

• help speeding up procedures

• give the right example

• be a launching customer for innovative projects

• help gathering extra funds

• make connections, be an equal partner (in living labs)

• promote and endorse big and small projects



Nijmegen European Green Capital 2018

“Once a Green Capital ……..

……. always a Green Capital!”

magazine + report + video’s available on www.greencapital2018.nl


